





9/18/2020 Las Vegas coronavirus cases rise, fewer visitors in casinos | Las Vegas Review-Journal

As COVID-19 cases rise, fewer tourists come to Las Vegas
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As COVID-19 cases continue to rise, Las Vegas casino foot traffic is starting to slow, according to a J.P. Morgan analyst.
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‘Step backwards’

The report was based on data from Visitdata.org, which tracks foot traffic from 13 million opted-in
Foursquare users.

Daily visitation in Clark County casinos during the week of July 12 was estimated to be 44 percent
lower than the average rate in February, before the pandemic wreaked havoc in Nevada. The previous
week, there was a 38 percent drop.

The analyst views the most recent data as “a modest step backwards” and said it was somewhat
expected, given the continued increase in COVID-19 cases and declines in consumer spending.

Josh Swissman, founding partner of The Strategy Organization in Las Vegas, said in a normal year a
dramatic decrease in visitation for the two weekends following a three-day holiday weekend is
typical, but this drop was amplified since it was the first holiday weekend since casinos’ reopening.

Brendan Bussmann, director of government affairs for Global Market Advisors LLC, said travel
restrictions in other states, quarantine mandates and limited air traffic could also hinder visitation
rates.

Alack of meeting and convention business, limited traditional entertainment offerings and rising
cases in neighboring states such as California and Arizona — two major sources for drive-in traffic —

could also hurt numbers, said Greg Chase, founder and CEO of Las Vegas-based Experience Strategy
Associates.

“It’s important to remember that the drive-in market is going to be the lifeblood of the Las Vegas
casino business for the foreseeable future,” he said. “As the public continues to stay home in fear of
what they keep hearing about spikes and record cases, the less they will want to venture out,
especially to a city that is a melting pot of visitors mainly from current hot spots.”

He said these factors make it risky for casino operators to continue reopening properties at their
current pace.

Regional vs. Strip

“The demand thus becomes thinner spread amongst the current inventory,” Chase said. “This is why
you are starting to see more companies offer no resort fees and increase promotions.”

But Swissman said operators’ “tremendous insight” into future visitation volumes through future
room reservations is driving them to continue to reopen properties throughout the summer.

“However, it is the lack of group, convention and business visitation that may likely cause those same
operators to shut down some of their assets during midweek time frames to better match supply with
demand,” he said.
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While there are fewer visitors, those who do come are spending more time inside casinos. The median
visit duration in Clark County casinos since reopening is 7 percent higher than the average levels in
February.

Greff says this is indicative of more dedicated, “higher quality” players traveling to Las Vegas.

The report also says Strip properties are probably faring worse than those that cater to locals, which
have advantages through their exposure to sports betting revenue, a stronger post-pandemic
operating-expenditure structure and “better than feared” gross gaming revenue recovery levels.

“Given recent trends, we prefer regional operators such as (Penn National Gaming) and (Boyd
Gaming) over Las Vegas centric operators,” Greff said.

Bussmann expects visitation rates will continue to fluctuate until the number of reported cases drops
and other states end quarantine orders.

”The challenge to visitation would be if orders come down that would shut down the Strip, which
would be devastating to the industry,” he said.

Chase said there will always be people willing to come to Las Vegas, regardless of regulations or case
counts. But, in order for visitation rates to grow, “that depends on the larger percentage of the
population who you just haven’t seen quite ready to travel yet.”

Contact Bailey Schulz at bschulz@reviewjournal.com or 702-383-0233. Follow @bailey_schulz on
Twitter.

Read More
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Sahara Las Vegas' Northside Cafe closes
after 3 employees test positive for
COVID-19

Ed Komenda Reno Gazette Journal
Published 5:59 p.m. PT Jun. 22, 2020

LAS VEGAS — As COVID-19 cases surge in Nevada, another restaurant has closed on The
Strip.

Three employees at the Sahara’s Northside Café tested positive for COVID-19, the hotel said
in a Monday statement.

“The balance of the Northside team has been sent to be tested for the virus, which has led to
closure of the venue until test results are made available,” the statement said. “Negative test
results will be needed for team members to return to work.”

The closing of the Northside Café follows several other closures reported along the Las Vegas
Strip in recent days.

Last week, two Flamingo employees tested positive for the coronavirus, and restaurants
inside the Bellagio and Linq Hotel — including Guy Fieri's Las Vegas Kitchen Bar — closed
after workers there got COVID-19.

The state reported 330 new cases of COVID-19 on Monday, bringing the total to 13,535
known cases. Health officials also reported three additional deaths on Monday, bringing the
total number of people who've died from coronavirus to 489.

The state’s four highest single-day increases have all been recorded within the past week,
according to state data.

Hotel-casino guests are not required to wear masks in all public areas, but Nevada Gov. Steve
Sisolak said he would support local leaders who set stricter restrictions and
encourag business owners to mandate employees and customers to wear face masks.
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“We’re not in a post-COVID time,” Sisolak said last week. “We’re in the middle of a COVID-19
pandemic. We're right dead-smack in the middle of it.”

The Silver State’s most powerful labor union is now calling for state leaders to require visitors
to wear masks in all public spaces at hotel-casinos to protect workers.

"Workers have fears," Culinary Union Secretary-Treasurer Geoconda Argiiello-Kline said
Monday.

Argiliello-Kline demanded that Nevada officials follow the lead of California, where Gov.
Gavin Newsom announced last week that citizens now must cover their mouths and noses in
most indoor settings and outdoors when social distancing isn't possible.

“The numbers are not going down," Argiiello-Kline said. "They’re going up."

Ed Komenda writes about Las Vegas for the Reno Gazette Journal and USA Today Network. Do you

care about democracy? Then support local journalism by subscribing to the Reno Gazette Journal

right here.
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June 19, 2020 Sahara Letter
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June 19, 2020

Mr. Wesley Reed

Statewide Rapid Response Coordinator

Nevada Department of Employment, Training & Rehabilitation
500 East 3" Street

Carson City, NV. 89713

Re: WARN Notice for Las Vegas Resort Holdings, LLC dba Sahara Las Vegas

Dear Mr. Reed:

Pursuant to the Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act (“WARN”), this letter is to advise
you that Las Vegas Resorts Holdings, LLC dba Sahara Las Vegas (“Sahara”) plans to implement a layoff at
2535 Las Vegas Blvd. South, Las Vegas, NV 89109.

On March 18, 2020, the government-ordered closure of our business required us to conduct a
temporary layoff of most of our employees. We allowed employees to use up to two weeks of paid time
off, and provided health care benefits through June 2020 for eligible employees.

We were optimistic at the time of the initial layoff that we would be able to reopen quickly. We
remained optimistic as the date for the government ordered closure of non-essential businesses was set
to expire, and was then extended. When we recently learned we would be able to reopen on June 4,
we had hoped we would be able to bring the majority of employees back to work in the next few
months, but we have had to re-evaluate the situation due to the following factors. Though we have
been able to reopen to some extent, we are required to comply with a number of protective measures
that will substantially hamper our business. We are limited to 50% of maximum occupancy; current
business levels and safety concerns do not allow us to open all venues; open venues are operating at
decreased capacity due to the need for social distancing; entertainment venues will remain closed for an
unknown length of time; and airlines that dramatically decreased flight to Las Vegas are not yet willing
to commit to increased flights. Additionally, the business level in the last two weeks was lower than we
had hoped. Therefore, we now anticipate a continued significant decrease in revenue; cancellation and
non-booking of hotel, restaurant, and entertainment events; and significant postponement and
cancellation of convention bookings.

This new information prompts this notice to you. Although we continue to remain hopeful that this

layoff is temporary, we are unable to assess a more specific return to work date for employees who
have not yet been recalled to work. We are therefore providing notice that the temporary layoffs
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beginning on March 18, 2020 will be converted to terminations effective September 18, 2020 for (1) all
employees not covered by a collective bargaining agreement, and (2) for employees who are covered by
a collective bargaining agreement who had less than six (6) months of active employment when the
layoff began. The temporary layoffs beginning on March 18, 2020 will be converted to terminations
effective March 18, 2021, for employees covered by a collective bargaining agreement who had six (6)
months or more of active employment when the layoff began. We were unable to provide more notice
of this action because, in light of the events outlined above, the possible extension of the temporary
layoff beyond six months or permanently was not reasonably foreseeable until now.

We have provided notice to the Chief Elected Officials of the following unions:

Culinary Workers Union, Local No. 226

Geoconda Arguello-Kline, Secretary / Treasurer and Ted Pappageorge, President
1630 S. Commerce Street

Las Vegas, NV. 89102

Bartenders Union, Local No. 165
Terry Greenwald, Secretary / Treasurer and Lana Loebig, President & Staff Director

4825 West Nevso Drive
Las Vegas, NV. 89103

International Union of Operating Engineers Local 510 AFL-CIO
Thomas O’Mahar, President

301 Deauville Street

Las Vegas, NV. 89106

Union employees will have the right to bump other employees if provided by the applicable collective
bargaining agreement. Non-Union employees will not have the right to bump other employees.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Sahara Human Resources at
702-761-7500.

Sincerely, é

Cary Berner
Vice President of Human Resources

2535 S Las Vegas Blvd, Las Vegas, NV 89109 | 702.761.7000 | saharalasvegas.com
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DECL

Marc J. Randazza, NV Bar No. 12265
Ronald D. Green, NV Bar No. 7360
Alex J. Shepard, NV Bar No. 13582
RANDAZZA LEGAL GROUP, PLLC
2764 Lake Sahara Drive Suite 109
Las Vegas, NV 89117

Telephone: 702-420-2001

ecf@randazza.com

Attorneys for Defendant
Scott Roeben

EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA

LAS VEGAS RESORT HOLDINGS, LL.C Case No. A-20-819171-C
dba SAHARA LAS VEGAS, a Delaware limited D
S ept. No. 8
liability company,

Plaindf, DECLARATION OF

s, TREY A. ROTHELL

SCOTT ROEBEN dba VITALVEGAS
dba VITALVEGAS.COM, an individual; and
DOES I-X, inclusive,

Defendants.

I, Trey A. Rothell, declare:

1. I am over 18 years of age and have never been convicted of a crime involving fraud or
dishonesty. I am employed as a law clerk for Randazza Legal Group, PLLC. I have first-hand
knowledge of the facts set forth herein, and if called as a witness could and would testify competently
thereto.

2. I make this declaration in support of Defendant Scott Roeben’s Anti-SLAPP Special

Motion to Dismiss Under NRS 41.660 (hereinafter, “Defendant’s Motion”).

1.
Declaration of Scott Roeben
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3. On September 18, 2020, I accessed the URL <https://vitalvegas.com/all-about-us/>
and observed the webpage thereon. Isaved a true and correct copy of the webpage, which is attached
to Defendant’s Motion as Exhibit 2.

4, On September 18, 2020, I accessed the URL
<http://gov.nv.gov/News/Emergency_Orders/2020/2020-03-18_-_COVID-
19_Declaration_of_ Emergency_Directive_002/> and observed the webpage thereon. I saved a true
and correct copy of the webpage, which is attached to Defendant’s Motion as Exhibit 3.

5. On September 18, 2020, 1 accessed the URL
<http://gov.nv.gov/News/Emergency_Orders/2020/2020-05-28_-_COVID-
19_Declaration_of_Emergency_Directive_021_-_Phase_Two_Reopening Plan_(Attachments)/>
and observed the webpage thereon. I saved a true and correct copy of the webpage, which is attached
to Defendant’s Motion as Exhibit 4.

6. On September 18, 2020, 1 accessed the URL
<https:/ /assets.simpleviewems.com/simpleview/image/upload/v1/clients/lasvegas/ES_Jul_2020_
a483cffc-4251-4e8f-86f1-402721c34c47.pdf > and observed the webpage thereon. I saved a true and
correct copy of the webpage, which is attached to Defendant’s Motion as Exhibit 5.

7. On September 18, 2020, I accessed the URL <https://www.casino.org/news/station-
casinos-will-keep-palms-three-others-closed-for-a-year/> and observed the webpage thereon. Isaved
a true and correct copy of the webpage, which is attached to Defendant’s Motion as Exhibit 6.

8. On September 18, 2020, 1 accessed the URL
<https://www.fox5vegas.com/coronavirus/sahara-las-vegas-sees-layoffs-due-to-
coronavirus/article_0dfffd10-67be-11ea-a6bc-6375cb249b98.html> and observed the webpage
thereon. I saved a true and correct copy of the webpage, which is attached to Defendant’s Motion as
Exhibit 7.

9. On September 18, 2020, I accessed the URL <https://www.thedailybeast.com/las-
vegas-casino-reopening-backfires-as-covid-19-surges-in-nevada> and observed the webpage thereon.

I'saved a true and correct copy of the webpage, which is attached to Defendant’s Motion as Exhibit 8.

_9_
Declaration of Scott Roeben
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10. On September 18, 2020, 1 accessed the URL
<https://www.rgj.com/story/news/2020/07 /23 / covid-nevada-las-vegas-should-casinos-stay-open-
strip-coronavirus/5479733002/> and observed the webpage thereon. I saved a true and cotrect copy
of the webpage, which is attached to Defendant’s Motion as Exhibit 9.

11. On September 18, 2020, 1 accessed the URL
<https:/ /www.reviewjournal.com/business/toutism/as-covid-19-cases-rise-fewer-tourists-come-to-
las-vegas-2077526/> and observed the webpage thereon. I saved a true and correct copy of the
webpage, which is attached to Defendant’s Motion as Exhibit 10.

12. On September 18, 2020, 1 accessed the URL
<https://www.rgj.com/story/news/2020/06/22/sahara-las-vegas-northside-cafe-closes-after-3-
employees-test-positive-covid-19/3240023001 /> and obsetved the webpage theteon. I saved a true
and correct copy of the webpage, which is attached to Defendant’s Motion as Exhibit 11.

13. On September 18, 2020, 1 accessed the URL
<https://cms.detr.nv.gov/Content/Media/19271_WARN_200622
_Sahara.pdf> and observed the webpage thereon. I saved a true and correct copy of the webpage,
which is attached to Defendant’s Motion as Exhibit 12.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct, to the best of my

knowledge.

Executed on September 18, 2020. ‘/?
LW (/7

Trey A. Rothell

_3.
Declaration of Scott Roeben
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